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Handout F: Civil Liberty Laws 

The Sedition Act (1798)

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall write, print, utter, or publish, or shall cause 
or procure to be written, printed, uttered, or published, or shall knowingly and willingly assist or aid in 
writing, printing, uttering, or publishing any false, scandalous and malicious writing or writings against 
the government of the United States, or either House of the Congress of the United States, or the 
President of the United States, with intent to defame the said government, or either House of the said 
Congress, or the said President, or to bring them, or either of them, into contempt or disrepute; or to 
excite against them, or either or any of them, the hatred of the good people of the United States, or to 
stir up sedition within the United States; or to excite any unlawful combinations therein, for opposing 
or resisting any law of the United States, or any act of the President of the United States, done in 
pursuance of any such law, or of the powers in him vested by the Constitution of the United States; or 
to resist, oppose, or defeat any such law or act; or to aid, encourage or abet any hostile designs of any 
foreign nation against the United States, their people or government, then such person, being thereof 
convicted before any court of the United States having jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment not exceeding two years.

The Alien Act (1798) 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, at any time during 
the continuance of this act, to order all such aliens as he. shall judge dangerous to the peace and safety 
of the United States, or shall have reasonable grounds to suspect are concerned in any treasonable 
or secret machinations against the government thereof, to depart out of the territory of the United 
States within such time as shall be expressed in such order; which order shall be served on such alien, 
by delivering him a copy thereof, or leaving the same at his usual abode, and returned to the office 
of the Secretary of State, by the marshal, or other person, to whom the same shall be directed. And 
in case any alien, so ordered to depart, shall be found at large within the United States after the time 
limited in such order for his departure, and not having obtained a license from the President to reside 
therein, or having obtained such license, shall not have conformed thereto, every such alien shall, 
on conviction thereof, be imprisoned for a term not exceeding three years, and shall never after be 
admitted to become a citizen of the United States: Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if 
any alien so ordered to depart shall prove, to the satisfaction of the President, by evidence, to be taken 
before such person or persons as the President shall direct, who are for that purpose hereby authorized 
to administer oaths, that no injury or danger to the United States will arise from suffering such alien 
to reside therein, the President may grant a license to such alien to remain within the United States for 
such time as he shall judge proper, and at such place as he may designate. And the President may also 
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require of such alien to enter into a bond to the United States, in such penal sum as he may direct, with 
one or more sufficient sureties, to the satisfaction of the person authorized by the President to take the 
same, conditioned for the good behaviour of such alien during his residence in the United States, and 
not violating his license, which license the President may revoke whenever he shall think proper.

The Espionage Act (1917)

Section 3. Whoever, when the United States is at war, shall willfully make or convey false reports or 
false statements with intent to interfere with the operation or success of the military or naval forces 
of the United States or to promote the success of its enemies and whoever, when the United States is 
at war, shall willfully cause or attempt to cause insubordination, disloyalty, mutiny, refusal of duty, in 
the military or naval forces of the United States, or shall willfully obstruct the recruiting or enlistment 
service of the United States, to the injury of the service or of the United States, shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment for not more than twenty years, or both.

Executive Order 9066 (1942) 
(Resulting in the Relocation of Japanese-Americans)

Whereas the successful prosecution of the war requires every possible protection against espionage 
and against sabotage to national-defense material, national-defense premises, and national-defense 
utilities…

Now, therefore, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States, and 
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of War, and 
the Military Commanders whom he may from time to time designate, whenever he or any designated 
Commander deems such action necessary or desirable, to prescribe military areas in such places 
and of such extent as he or the appropriate Military Commander may determine, from which any 
or all persons may be excluded, and with respect to which, the right of any person to enter, remain 
in, or leave shall be subject to whatever restrictions the Secretary of War or the appropriate Military 
Commander may impose in his discretion. The Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for 
residents of any such area who are excluded therefrom, such transportation, food, shelter, and other 
accommodations as may be necessary, in the judgment of the Secretary of War or the said Military 
Commander, and until other arrangements are made, to accomplish the purpose of this order. The 
designation of military areas in any region or locality shall supersede designations of prohibited and 
restricted areas by the Attorney General under the Proclamations of December 7 and 8, 1941, and shall 
supersede the responsibility and authority of the Attorney General under the said Proclamations in 
respect of such prohibited and restricted areas.
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