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Handout B: Patrick Henry at the Virginia Ratifying  
Convention

DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM
History, Government & Economics through Primary Sources

Unit 2: The Purpose of Government
Reading: State and Local Government
Activity: What Is A Federal Republic?

“And here I would make this inquiry of those 
worthy characters who composed a part of the 
late federal Convention. I am sure they were 
fully impressed with the necessity of forming 
a great consolidated government, instead of 
a confederation. That this is a consolidated 
government is demonstrably clear; and the 
danger of such a government is, to my mind, 
very striking. I have the highest veneration 
for those gentlemen; but, sir, give me leave to 
demand, What right had they to say, We, the 

people? My political curiosity, exclusive of my 
anxious solicitude for the public welfare, leads 
me to ask, Who authorized them to speak the 
language of, We, the people, instead of, We, the 
states? States are the characteristics and the 
soul of a confederation. If the states be not the 
agents of this compact, it must be one great, 
consolidated, national government, of the people 
of all the states!”

–PATRICK HENRY, VIRGINIA RATIFYING 
CONVENTION, JUNE 4, 1788


