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Handout C: James Madison and Federalism - Excerpts 
from Federalist No. 39

DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM
History, Government & Economics through Primary Sources

Unit 2: The Purpose of Government
Reading: State and Local Government
Activity: What Is A Federal Republic? Answer Key

1.	 According to Madison, the Constitution provided for a nation that is both a nation of people and a 
nation of states. 

•	 Yellow: Its foundation is federal.

•	 Green: The sources of its powers are partly federal and partly national. 

•	 Blue: In its operation it is national. 

•	 Yellow: In the extent of its powers it is federal. 

•	 Green: In the amendment process it is both federal and national. 

2.	 Accept reasoned answers.


