DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM

HisTory, GOVERNMENT & ECONOMICS THROUGH PRIMARY SOURCES

Unit: Liberty and Equality
Reading: Diversity as an American Value
Activity: Racial Diversity - President Eisenhower and the Little Rock Nine

Handout F: Eisenhower’s Address to the Nation,

September 24, 1957

Our personal opinions about the [Brown v. Board
of Education] decision have no bearing on the
matter of enforcement ...During the past several
years, many communities in our Southern States
have instituted [integration] plans. They thus
demonstrated to the world that we are a nation in
which laws, not men, are supreme. I regret to say
that this truth—the cornerstone of our liberties—
was not observed [at Central High School in Little
Rock]...

The very basis of our individual rights and
freedoms rests upon the certainty that

the President and the Executive Branch of
Government will support and insure the carrying
out of the decisions of the Federal Courts,

even, when necessary with all the means at the
President’s command. Unless the President did

so, anarchy would result. There would be no
security for any except that which each one of us
could provide for himself ...Mob rule cannot be
allowed to override the decisions of our courts.

The running of our school system and the
maintenance of peace and order in each of our
States are strictly local affairs and the Federal
Government does not interfere except in a very
few special cases and when requested by one of
the several States. In the present case the troops
are there, pursuant to law, solely for the purpose
of preventing interference with the orders of

the Court. The proper use of the powers of the
Executive Branch to enforce the orders of a Federal
Court is limited to extraordinary and compelling
circumstances. Manifestly, such an extreme
situation has been created in Little Rock...

1. What does Eisenhower mean when he says the U.S. is “a nation in which laws, not men, are

supreme”?

2. What “certainty” does Eisenhower call the “very basis of our individual rights and freedoms”?

3. What two conditions does Eisenhower state must be present in order for the federal government

to interfere in state and local affairs?
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