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Handout B: Founders vs. Progressives – Amendment 
Analysis

DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM
History, Government & Economics through Primary Sources

Unit: The Tradition of Rights
Reading: The Progressive Era
Activity: Amendment Analysis

Founders’ Amendments

Directions: Read each of the Amendments below. Refer to all of them to answer the questions 
that follow.

Progressives’ Amendments

First Amendment: Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 
to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances.

Third Amendment: No Soldier shall, in time 
of peace be quartered in any house, without the 
consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a 
manner to be prescribed by law.

Fourth Amendment: The right of the people 
to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants 
shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by 
Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing 
the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized.

Sixth Amendment: In all criminal prosecutions, 
the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 

and public trial, by an impartial jury of the 
State and district wherein the crime shall have 
been committed, which district shall have been 
previously ascertained by law, and to be informed 
of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him; to 
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 
in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel 
for his defence.

Eighth Amendment: Excessive bail shall not be 
required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted.

Ninth Amendment: The enumeration in the 
Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage others retained by 
the people.

Tenth Amendment: The powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the people.

Sixteenth Amendment

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect 
taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, 
without apportionment among the several States, 
and without regard to any census or enumeration.

Seventeenth Amendment - Excerpt

The Senate of the United States shall be 
composed of two Senators from each State, 
elected by the people thereof, for six years; and 
each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in 
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Critical Thinking Questions

1.	 What do these amendments reveal about their authors’ beliefs about the relationship between 
citizens and their government? About the purpose of government?

2.	 What is the balance of power between the citizen and the national government in these 
amendments? What is the balance of power between states and the national government? 

3.	 How do the Founders’ Amendments differ from the Progressives’ Amendments?

4.	 Why do you think some specific rights – or prohibitions – appear more often than others in the 
documents?

5.	 Of the rights – or prohibitions – referenced in these amendments, which do you believe are the 
most important? Why?

6.	 What is the balance of power between the citizen and the national government in these 
amendments? What is the balance of power between states and the national government?

each State shall have the qualifications requisite 
for electors of the most numerous branch of the 
State legislatures. When vacancies happen in 
the representation of any State in the Senate, 
the executive authority of such State shall issue 
writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, 
That the legislature of any State may empower 
the executive thereof to make temporary 
appointments until the people fill the vacancies 
by election as the legislature may direct. 

Eighteenth Amendment - Excerpt

Section 1. After one year from the ratification 
of this article the manufacture, sale, or 
transportation of intoxicating liquors within, 

the importation thereof into, or the exportation 
thereof from the United States and all territory 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage 
purposes is hereby prohibited. 

Section 2. The Congress and the several States 
shall have concurrent power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.

Nineteenth Amendment - Excerpt

The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of sex. Congress 
shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.
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