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Unit 1: The Foundations of American Government
Reading 1: Justice for All

Perseverance is more prevailing than violence; 
and many things which cannot be overcome when they are together, 

yield themselves up when taken little by little. 
—Plutarch, Greek biographer

Courage and perseverance have a magical talisman,
before which difficulties disappear and obstacles vanish into air.

—John Quincy Adams, 6th President of the United States

 Press on: nothing in the world can take the place of perseverance.
Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent.

Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb.
Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts.

Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent.
—Calvin Coolidge, 30th President of the United States

Perseverance is a great element of success.
If you only knock long enough and loud enough at the gate,

you are sure to wake up somebody.
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, American poet

Just remember, you can do anything you set your mind to,
but it takes action, perseverance, and facing your fears.

—Gillian Anderson, American actress

If your determination is fixed, I do not counsel you to despair.
Few things are impossible to diligence and skill.

Great works are performed not by strength, but perseverance.
—Samuel Johnson, English author

I do not think there is any other quality so essential to success
of any kind as the quality of perseverance.

It overcomes almost everything, even nature.
—John D. Rockefeller, American philanthropist

Handout J: Perseverance
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Unit: Liberty and Equality
Reading: The Civil Rights Movement
Activity: Persevering from Selma to Montgomery 

Directions: Read each of the quotes below. Select one quote and write a journal response focusing 
on what it means to act with perseverance.


