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Proceedings of the Commissioners to Remedy 
Defects of the Federal Government, Annapolis in 
the State of Maryland. September 14, 1786.

To the Honorable, The Legislatures of Virginia, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York 
- assembled at Annapolis, humbly beg leave to 
report…

Deeply impressed…with the magnitude and 
importance of the object confided to them on this 
occasion, your Commissioners cannot forbear 
to indulge an expression of their earnest and 
unanimous wish, that speedy measures be taken, 
to effect a general meeting, of the States, in a 
future Convention, for the same, and such other 
purposes, as the situation of public affairs may be 
found to require.

That there are important defects in the system 
of the Federal Government is acknowledged by 
the Acts of all those States, which have concurred 
in the present Meeting; That the defects, upon 
a closer examination, may be found greater and 
more numerous, than even these acts imply, is at 
least so far probably, from the embarrassments 
which characterize the present State of our 
national affairs, foreign and domestic, as may 
reasonably be supposed to merit a deliberate and 
candid discussion, in some mode, which will unite 
the Sentiments and Councils of all the States. In 
the choice of the mode, your Commissioners are of 
opinion, that a Convention of Deputies from the 
different States, for the special and sole purpose 
of entering into this investigation, and digesting 
a plan for supplying such defects as may be 
discovered to exist, will be entitled to a preference 
from considerations, which will occur without 

being particularized.

Your Commissioners decline an enumeration 
of those national circumstances on which their 
opinion respecting the propriety of a future 
Convention, with more enlarged powers, is 
founded; as it would be a useless intrusion of 
facts and observations, most of which have been 
frequently the subject of public discussion, and 
none of which can have escaped the penetration 
of those to whom they would in this instance 
be addressed. They are, however, of a nature so 
serious, as, in the view of your Commissioners, to 
render the situation of the United States delicate 
and critical, calling for an exertion of the united 
virtue and wisdom of all the members of the 
Confederacy.

Under this impression, Your Commissioners, with 
the most respectful deference, beg leave to suggest 
their unanimous conviction that it may essentially 
tend to advance the interests of the union if the 
States, by whom they have been respectively 
delegated, would themselves concur, and use their 
endeavors to procure the concurrence of the other 
States, in the appointment of Commissioners, to 
meet at Philadelphia on the second Monday in 
May next, to take into consideration the situation 
of the United States, to devise such further 
provisions as shall appear to them necessary to 
render the constitution of the Federal Government 
adequate to the exigencies of the Union; and to 
report such an Act for that purpose to the United 
States in Congress assembled, as when agreed 
to, by them, and afterwards confirmed by the 
Legislatures of every State, will effectually provide 
for the same…
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Critical Thinking Questions 

1. Summarize these excerpts in your own words.

2. What evidence do you see in the wording of this report that its authors considered correcting 
the flaws of the confederacy to be an urgent matter?
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