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Handout E: Compare the Documents

Document Name Summarize

How does this 
document promote 

justice?

How is this 
document similar 

to the other 
documents?

How is this 
document different 

from the other 
documents?

Magna Carta 
(1215)

Protects property, 
forbids excessive 
punishments, 
protects jury trials 
by peers, and 
protects customs.

Protects customs of 
cities throughout 
England, ensures 
that punishments 

that government 

property without 
paying for it, 
guarantees trial by 
jury and protection 
of justice, and 
permits freedom of 
movement for all 
unless imprisoned 
or outlawed.

Petition 
of Right and the 
English Bill of Rights, 
it protects jury 
trials and property 
rights.

It mentions 
customs of the 
English people 
whereas the others 
only mention 
rights.

Compact (1620)
Creates a compact 
to preserve order 
and pass laws to 
protect the common 
good.

It creates equal 
laws, ordinances, 
acts, constitutions, 

general good.

Allows for the 
passage of laws to 
protect the rights of 
citizens.

Creates a new 
agreement to 
protect liberties 
whereas the other 
documents are 
reiterating the 
protection of rights.
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The Petition of 
Right (1628)

Protects due 
process and rule 
of law in England 
and prevents the 
government from 
overstepping its 
role in protecting 
citizens’ rights.

Protects English 
citizens from exile, 
imprisonment, 
and removal of 
property without 
due process of law. 
Protects against 
the quartering of 
soldiers in private 
homes against the 
will of citizens, 
promises that 

will protect the 
people and that 

will be punished for 

Magna 
Carta and the 
English Bill of Rights, 
it protects property 
rights and due 
process rights.

Discusses issues 
with government 

overstepping 
their power and 
infringing upon the 
rights of citizens.

The English Bill of 
Rights (1689)

Enumerates 
the rights of 
citizens regarding 
suspension of 
laws, petitioning 
the government, 
standing armies, 
elections, and 
punishments for 
crimes.

Protects against the 
suspension of laws, 
having a standing 
army during times 
of peace, excessive 

cruel or unusual 
punishments. 
Allows for 
petitioning the 

free elections, 
and free speech in 
Parliament, and 
ensures jury trials 
and meetings of 
Parliament which 
are frequent 
enough to amend, 
strengthen, and 
preserve laws.

Magna 
Carta and the 
Petition of Right, it 
protects jury trials 
and doesn’t allow 
cruel or unusual 
punishment or 
excessive bail or 

documents, it 
discusses the right 

the right to free 
elections, and the 
right to bear arms.
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What ideas from these documents were used by the Founders in the American Founding documents 

• 
speech, no quartering of soldiers, free elections, property rights, bearing arms, due process of law, 
and petitioning the government.  
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