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DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM
History, Government & Economics through Primary Sources

Unit 1: The Foundations of American Government
Reading 1: Justice for All

DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM
History, Government & Economics through Primary Sources

Unit: Introductory Activities
Reading: Civic Virtue and Our Constitutional Republic
Activity: What is Civic Virtue?  Answer Key

Handouts A, B, and C Answer Keys

Handout A: Defining Civic Virtue

1.	 Accept reasoned responses.

2.	 Accept reasoned responses.

3.	 Responses should make a reasonable connection between civic virtue and the principles of a 
constitutional republic.

Handout B: Clarifying Civic Virtue

1.	 Responses will vary, but should demonstrate expansion beyond the response given in  
Handout A.

2.	 Responses will vary. If a student’s response did not change at all, ask clarifying questions to 
gauge the student’s critical thinking and engagement with the ideas from the reading and 
discussion. 

Whether or not a student changed his/her response, he/she should be able to provide textual 
evidence to support his/her reasons for doing so–or not doing so.

3.	 Responses should make a reasonable connection between civic virtue and the principles of a 
constitutional republic.

Handout C: Identifying and Defining Civic Virtues 

Accept responses that demonstrate an understanding of each definition and a reasonable example and 
explanation.


