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DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM
History, Government & economics tHrouGH Primary sources

Unit 1: The Foundations of American Government
Reading 1: Justice for All

Handout C: Compare the Articles of Confederation 
with the U.S. Constitution

DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM
History, Government & economics tHrouGH Primary sources

Unit: The United States and the World
Reading: International Relations and Separation of Powers
Activity: Compare the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution 

Articles of Confederation U.S. Constitution

1. Under what conditions can 
a state enter into treaties and 
alliances with other countries?

a. With consent by United 
States in Congress 
assembled (Article 6)

b. Never (Article 1 Section 10)

2. Who can grant titles of 
nobility?

a. No one (Article 6) b. No one (Article 1 Section 
10)

3. Who has the power to 
collect taxes?

a. Only the States b. Congress (Article 1, Section 
8, Clause 1)

4. Under what conditions 
can a state engage in war (if 
there is no actual or imminent 
invasion)?

a. b. 

5. Who can determine on 
peace and war?

a. b. 

6. Who can declare war? a. b. 

7. Who has the power to 
engage in war?

a. b. 

8. Who is commander in chief 
of the army and navy?

a. b. 

9. Who has the power to 
provide and maintain an army 
and navy?

a. b.

Directions: Use Handout A: Excerpts from the Articles of Confederation and Handout B: 
Excerpts from the U.S. Constitution to complete Handout C, comparing the documents with 
respect to international relations, and then answer the questions below. In each cell, show where 
in the document you found the answer.  The first three rows have been completed for you as an 
example.  {Note: three cells in the table will be left blank.}
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Articles of Confederation U.S. Constitution

10. Who can send
ambassadors?

a. b. 

11. Who can receive
ambassadors?

a. b. 

12. Who has the power
to enter into treaties and
alliances?

a. b. 

13. Who has the power to coin
money?

a. b. 

14. Who has the power to
appropriate money for defense
of the United States?

a. b. 

15. Who has the power to
borrow money on the credit of
the United States?

a. b. 

1. Name an important difference between the two documents with respect to the branches of 

government. 

2. Why do you think the Framers of the U.S. Constitution gave some foreign affairs roles to the 

president that had belonged to the Congress under the Articles of Confederation?

3. Under the U.S. Constitution, which branch do you believe has more war powers, the president or the 

Congress?  Explain your answer by referring to specific passages in the Constitution. 
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