Unit: The Tradition of Rights
Reading: The Bill of Rights

DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM

HisTory, GOVERNMENT & ECONOMICS THROUGH PRIMARY SOURCES

Activity: Excerpts, Madison’s Speech in Congress on

Amendments Answer Key

's Speech in Congress on

Amendments to the Constitution June 8, 1789
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Handout B Answer Key: Page 7

1. Madison was unwilling to see the Constitution’s structure and principles amended because he had
confidence in them. (Not listed here, but important to Madison were such principles as federalism,
separation of powers, checks and balances, limited government, republicanism, etc.) However, he
agreed that a statement of the rights and liberties retained by the people, and likely to be approved
by two-thirds of both houses of Congress and three-fourths of the state legislatures, could be
beneficial.

2. “The great object in view is to limit and qualify the powers of government, by excepting out of the
grant of power those cases in which the government ought not to act, or to act only in a particular
mode.” Limiting the power of government was important in order to preserve the liberties of the
people.

3. a. the majority acting against the rights of the minority,
b. legislative department,
c. executive department

4. “Paper barriers” may help control the majority from violating the rights of the minority because
they

» have a tendency to impress some degree of respect for them,
« establish the public opinion in their favor, and
» rouse the attention of the whole community,

« independent tribunals of justice will consider themselves in a peculiar manner the guardians of
those rights

» such a declaration in the federal system would be enforced; because the state legislatures will
jealously and closely watch the operation of this government,

« for the tranquility of the public mind, and the stability of the government

5. Accept reasoned responses. Students may refer to the constitution’s foundation in such principles
as popular sovereignty, separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism, limited government,
protection of individual rights, etc.
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