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Handout D: Amendments Approved by the Senate,  
September 25, 1789

DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM
History, Government & Economics through Primary Sources

Unit: The Tradition of Rights
Reading: The Bill of Rights
Activity:  Amendments Approved by the Senate

THE Conventions of a Number of the States 
having, at the Time of their adopting the 
Constitution, expressed a Desire, in Order to 
prevent Misconstruction or Abuse of its Powers, 
that further declaratory and restrictive Clauses 
should be added: And as extending the Ground 
of public Confidence in the Government will best 
insure the beneficent Ends of its Institution,

RESOLVED, by the Senate, and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America, 
in Congress assembled, Two Thirds of both 
Houses concurring, That the following Articles be 
proposed to the Legislatures of the several States 
as Amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States: All, or any of, which Articles, when ratified 
by Three-Fourths of the said Legislatures, to be 
valid to all Intents and Purposes as Part of the 
said Constitution, viz.

ARTICLES in Addition to, and Amendment of, 
the Constitution of the United States of America, 
proposed by Congress, and ratified by the 
Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the 
Fifth Article of the original Constitution.

Article the First. --After the First Enumeration, 
required by the First Article of the Constitution, 
there shall be One Representative for every Thirty 
Thousand, until the Number shall amount to 
One Hundred; after which the Proportion shall 
be so regulated by Congress that there shall 

not be less than One Hundred Representatives, 
nor less than One Representative for every 
Forty Thousand Persons, until the Number of 
Representatives shall amount to Two Hundred, 
after which the Proportion shall be so regulated 
by Congress, that there shall not be less than Two 
Hundred Representatives, nor more than one 
Representative for every Fifty Thousand Persons.

Article the Second. --No Law varying the 
Compensations for the Services of the Senators 
and Representatives shall take Effect, until an 
Election of Representatives shall have intervened.

Article the Third. --Congress shall make no Law 
respecting the Establishment of Religion, or 
prohibiting the free Exercise thereof; or abridging 
the Freedom of Speech, or of the Press, or to 
the Right of the People peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a Redress of 
Grievances.

Article the Fourth. --A well regulated Militia being 
necessary to the Security of a free State, the Right 
of the People to keep and bear Arms shall not be 
infringed.

Article the Fifth. --No Soldier shall, in Time of 
Peace, be quartered in any House without the 
Consent of the Owner, nor, in Time of War, but in 
a Manner to be prescribed by Law.

Article the Sixth. --The Right of the People to 
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be secure in their Persons, Houses, Papers, and 
Effects, against unreasonable Searches and 
Seizures shall not be violated, and no Warrant 
shall issue, but upon probable Cause supported by 
Oath, or Affirmation, and particularly describing 
the Place to be searched, and the Persons or 
Things to be seized.

Article the Seventh. --No Person shall be held 
to answer for a Capital, or otherwise Infamous 
Crime, unless on a Presentment or Indictment of 
a Grand Jury; except in Cases arising in the Land 
or Naval Forces; or in the Militia, when in actual 
Service in Time of War or public Danger: Nor shall 
any Person be subject for the same Offence to be 
Twice put in Jeopardy of Life or Limb; nor shall be 
compelled, in any Criminal Case, to be a Witness 
against himself; nor be deprived of Life, Liberty or 
Property, without due Process of Law: Nor shall 
private Property be taken for public Use without 
just Compensation.

Article the Eighth. --In all Criminal Prosecutions, 
the accused shall enjoy the Right to a speedy 
and public Trial, by an impartial Jury of the 
State and District wherein the Crime shall have 
been committed, which District shall have been 
previously ascertained by Law; and to be informed 
of the Nature and Cause of the Accusation; to be 

confronted with the Witnesses against him; to 
have compulsory Process for obtaining Witnesses 
in his Favor; and to have the Assistance of 
Counsel for his Defense.

Article the Ninth. --In Suits at Common Law, 
where the Value in Controversy shall exceed 
Twenty Dollars, the Right of Trial by Jury shall 
be preserved, and no Fact tried by a Jury shall 
be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the 
United States, than according to the Rules of the 
Common Law.

Article the Tenth. --Excessive Bail shall not be 
required; nor excessive Fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual Punishments inflicted.

Article the Eleventh. --The Enumeration in 
the Constitution of certain Rights shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage others retained by 
the People.

Article the Twelfth. --The Powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively or to the People.

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. JOHN 
ADAMS, Vice-President of the United States, and 
President of the Senate. 
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