DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM

HisTory, GOVERNMENT & ECONOMICS THROUGH PRIMARY SOURCES

Unit: Our Commercial Republic
Reading: The Origins of Our Commercial Republic

Activity: John Locke, James Madison, and the U.S. Constitution

Handout C: Excerpts from the United States
Constitution and the Bill of Rights

Article I
Section 8

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect
taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts
and provide for the common defense and general
welfare of the United States; but all duties,
imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout
the United States;

To borrow money on the credit of the United
States;

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and
among the several states, and with the Indian
tribes;

To establish a uniform rule of naturalization,
and uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies
throughout the United States;

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of
foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and
measures;

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting
the securities and current coin of the United
States...

To promote the progress of science and useful
arts, by securing for limited times to authors and
inventors the exclusive right to their respective
writings and discoveries...

To define and punish piracies and felonies
committed on the high seas, and offenses against
the law of nations...

To raise and support armies, but no appropriation
of money to that use shall be for a longer term

than two years;
To provide and maintain a navy...

To make all laws which shall be necessary and
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing
powers, and all other powers vested by this
Constitution in the government of the United
States, or in any department or officer thereof.

Section 9

No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid,
unless in proportion to the census or enumeration
herein before directed to be taken.

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported
from any state.

No preference shall be given by any regulation

of commerce or revenue to the ports of one state
over those of another: nor shall vessels bound to,
or from, one state, be obliged to enter, clear or pay
duties in another.

No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but
in consequence of appropriations made by law;
and a regular statement and account of receipts
and expenditures of all public money shall be
published from time to time...

Section 10

No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance,

or confederation; grant letters of marque and
reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit; make
anything but gold and silver coin a tender in
payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex
post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of
contracts, or grant any title of nobility.
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No state shall, without the consent of the
Congress, lay any imposts or duties on imports or
exports, except what may be absolutely necessary
for executing its inspection laws: and the net
produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any
state on imports or exports, shall be for the use

of the treasury of the United States; and all such
laws shall be subject to the revision and control of
the Congress...

The Bill of Rights
Amendment IV

The right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be
violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital,
or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a

Critical Thinking Questions

presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except
in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in
the militia, when in actual service in time of war
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject
for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy
of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any
criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor
be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor shall private property be
taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VII

In suits at common law, where the value in
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right
of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried
by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any
court of the United States, than according to the
rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments
inflicted.

1. How did the Framers of the Constitution protect property rights and commerce?

2. Why did the Framers include economic rights in the Constitution and Bill of Rights?
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